




SPACE INVADERS 

JI\. 
ATARI® 

A Warner Communication s Company Cl 

Every ef fo rt has been made to ensure that this manual accurate ly documents this produ ct of the ATAR I Computer Div ision. However, 

beca use of the ongo ing improvement and update of the computer softw are and hardware, AT ARI , INC. ca nnot guarantee the accuracy 

of prin ted material after the da te of publication and ca nnot accept responsib ility for errors or omi ss ions. 

Reproduction is forbidden without the spec ifi c written permi ss ion o f ATAR I, INC. , Sunnyvale, CA 94086. No ri ght to reproduce thi s docu­

ment, nor the subject matter thereof , is granted unl ess by written agreement with, or written permission from the Co rporation. 

PRINTED IN U.SA. MANUAL, PROGRAM AND AUDIOVISUAL © 1981 ATARI , INC. 





CONTENTS 

1 INTRODUCTION AND GAME PLAY 
DESCRIPTION 1 

2 LOADING THE SPACE INVADERS 
CARTRIDGE 3 

3 TO BEGIN PLAY 5 

Option 
Select 
Start 

4 USING THE JOYSTICK CONTROLLERS 7 

5 GAME VARIATIONS 9 

6 SCORING 11 

Contents iii 





1 

INTRODUCTION 
AND GAME PLAY 

DESCRIPTION 

You've made a mission to the moon, but so have the deadly SPACE INVADERS* . 
Your objective is to protect yourself from the alien invaders and to prevent them 
from landing on the lunar surface by destroying them. Your long-term objective is 
to score as many points as possible. Points are scored each time you hit one of 
the SPACE INVADERS with a beam from your laser cannon. 

The aliens march from the large rocket ship on the left side of the screen, as 
shown in the diagram, and drop laser beams as they advance. As their rocket ship 
moves closer to the lunar surface, they tend to center their laser beams on you r 
laser cannon. 

The Joystick Controller moves the cannon right or left, and the red button on the 
Joystick fires laser beams that destroy the aliens upon contact (see USING THE 
JOYSTICK CONTROLLERS). 

LASER 
BEAM 

ALIENS 

If you destroy all 48 SPACE INVADERS before they reach the lunar surface, a 
new set of invaders wi ll appear on the sc reen . Each time the invaders are reset on 
the screen, they will start from a position closer to the surface, until the large 
rocket ship actually touches the moon's surface. When this happens, there wi ll be 
a pause and you will be in for a surprise visit. After the pause, the invaders will 
begin marching from the rocket ship again. 

You have three or five "lives" or turns, depending on the number of the game you 
are playing. Each time you are hit with an enemy laser, you lose one life. The 
game ends when you have lost your last life or when any invader touches the 
lunar surface. 

Do your best to protect the lunar surface from the invasion of these in­
t erplanetary enemies ... See you in space. 

•indicates trademark of Taito America Corp. 
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LOADING 
THE SPACE INVADERS 

CARTRIDGE 

To load the SPACE INVADERS program from the cartridge into the computer, use 
the following procedure: 

TM TM I 1 . Connect your ATARI 400 or ATARI 800 Persona Computer System to 
your television set as instructed in the Operator's Manual. 

2. Open the cartridge door of your computer and insert the SPACE INVADERS 
cartridge in the cartridge slot. Use the LEFT CARTRIDGE Slot on the AT ARI 
800 Personal Computer System. 

3. Turn on your te levision set and adjust t he volume. 

4. Turn on your computer. The POWER switch is on the right side of the com­
puter console. 

Note: The cartr idge can be loaded either before or after you switch computer 
power on . Opening the cartridge door automatically shuts t he power off to 
protect electronic components from damage during cart ridge loading and 
removal. 

II CARTRIDGE 

ATARI 400™ 
Personal Computer System 

II CARTRIDGE 

ATARI soo™ 
Personal Computer System 

5. If all equipment is correctly connected, the following display appears on 
your te levision screen : 

Loading the Space Invaders Cartridge 3 





OPTION 

SELECT 

START 

3 

TO BEGIN PLAY 

After the cartridge has been inserted into your computer (see LOADING THE 

SPACE INVADERS CARTRIDGE) you ' re nearly ready to begin . There are 12 dif­

ferent SPACE INVADERS games, each one with its own game number. To select a 

game, press thE Eilllmll key and hold it down until the number of the game you 

want to play appears at the bottom center of the screen. (See CAME VARIA­

TIONS for descriptions of the games.) 

GAME NUMBER 

Use the ID'!BI key on the computer console to choose the number of players . 
Each game may be played by one or two players. When SPACE INVADERS first 

appears on your television screen , it' s set for one player. Press the ID!BI key and 

PLAYER 2 will appear at the bottom right side of the screen . Press the iiii!Ai key 
again to return to a one-player game. 

Players alternate turns in a two-player game. Player 1 starts . (See USING THE 
JOYSTICK CONTROLLERS.) 

Press um to begin the invasion . The um key may be used to begin a new 

game or to reset a game at any time . 

To Begin Play 5 





4 

USING 
THE JOYSTICK 
CONTROLLERS 

Use your Joystick Controllers with SPACE INVADERS. Plug the Joysticks firmly 
into CONTROLLER JACKS 1 and 2 on the front of your A TARI 400 or AT ARI 800 
Personal Computer System . Hold the Joystick with the red button to your upper 
left, toward the television screen. 

In one-player games, the player uses the Joystick plugged in Jack 1 . In two-player 
games, the first player uses the Joystick plugged into Jack 1 , and the second 
player uses the Joystick plugged into Jack 2. 

Move the Joystick right or left to maneuver your laser cannon right or left across 
the bottom of the screen . Do this to avoid being hit by the laser beams that the in­
vaders continually drop from the sky, and to aim your own laser beams. 

Each time you are hit by an enemy laser beam , the game pauses temporarily, and 
the number of turns or LIVES you have left is displayed at the bottom right side 
of the screen. 

REMAINING 
TURNS 

Press the red button on the Joystick to fire your laser beams. Each time you fire a 
laser beam you cannot fire again until you hit a target, or until the laser beam 
disappears off the top of the screen . The number of laser beams you can fire is 
unlimited . 

Note: To suspend play at any time, press the 11JD key and hold it down while you 
press the 1 key . Use the same procedure to continue game play. 
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GAME VARIATIONS 

GAME 1: This is the basic SPACE INVADERS game. Enemy laser beams are 
slow, and you have 5 lives or turns. 

GAME 2: In this version, enemy laser beams alternate between slow and fast 
You have 5 lives or turns . 

GAME 3: Al I enemy laser beams are fast, and you have 5 I ives. 

GAME 4: Enemy laser beams are slow in this game, but you have only 3 lives . 

GAME 5: Enemy laser beams alternate between slow and fast. You have 3 lives . 

GAME 6: All enemy laser beams are fast, and you have 3 l ives . 

GAME 7: This version is like Game 1 . Enemy laser beams are slow and you have 
5 lives. The difference is that the invaders ' laser beams have a 
tendency to " home in " on you. 

GAME 8: Enemy laser beams alternate between slow and fast, and you have 5 
lives . As in Game 7, the invaders' laser beams tend to home in on you. 

GAME 9: Enemy laser beams are fast and home in on you. You have 5 lives. 

GAME 10: Enemy laser beams are slow but they home in on you . You have only 3 
lives in this game. 

GAME 11: Enemy laser beams alternate between slow and fast, and they home 
in . You have 3 lives . 

GAME 12: Enemy laser beams are fast and home in. You have 3 lives. 

Use the GAME MATRIX for a quick reference to the SPACE INVADERS 
game variations: 

Game Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Five Lives 

Three Lives 

Slow Laser Beams 

Fast Laser Beams 

Slow and Fast Laser Beams 

"Home-in" Laser Beams 
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SCORING 

Your score is displayed at the bottom of the screen. PLAYER 1 ' s score is on the 
left; PLAYER 2' s score is on the right . The SPACE INVADERS are worth two points 
each until they advance one level lower on the playfield; then they' re worth four 
points each . 

PLAYER 1's 
SCORE - ---...-. 

PLAYER 2's 
mTol":w.[- .,;- SCORE 

The SPACE INVADERS Command Ship, which periodically flies across the top of 
the screen, is worth 18 points when hit by one of your laser beams . 

COMMAND 
SHIP ---
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